
Why Study English?



English is the gateway to Arts and 
Humanities subjects at University.

•Film studies

•Political Studies

•Economics

•Journalism

•Drama

•Anthropology

•Classics

•Languages

•History

•Geography

•Media

•Law



Many degrees are vocationally 
narrow

LLB Lawyer

BMed Doctor

BEng Engineer



… but an Arts degree has 
many end uses

Entertainment

Business

Social CareJournalism

Government

ARTS



Did you know…..

Today’s graduates are likely to 
have at least 4 different careers 
in their working life.



Which skill makes you most 
adaptable?

Computing?
Science?
Business?
Medical?
Communication Skills?

NO
NO
NO
NO

YES!



The value of Arts and Humanities

 Study of the Arts and Humanities develops 
more metacognitive skills than other 
disciplines
[Metacognition = refers to learners' 
automatic awareness of their own 
knowledge and their ability to understand, 
control, and manipulate their own cognitive 
processes.]



What are employers looking 
for?

All highly paid jobs seem 
to want strong 
communications skills

Do you want proof?



… an enthusiastic 
and committed 
person with 
excellent 
interpersonal skills 
…



… liaise with all 
levels of 
management …



Your positive 
attitude, excellent 
communications 
skills and ability to 
relate to a diverse 
range of people….



“…excellent  
communication skills 
which shine through…”



… part of a dynamic team, have 
strong communication skills …



27% of business vacancies are 
filled by arts graduates

What kind of graduates are 
employed in business?

Arts/Humanities = 27%

Other 
graduates
= 36%

Commerce/Bus
= 37%

Source = The NZVCC Grad Survey 2003



What types of graduates are most 
likely to work in Marketing and 
Business Management?

0 5 10 15 20 25

Visual and Peformance Arts 20.6%

Soc/Behav 5.3%

Humanities 9.6%

Commerce/Business 9%

Maths/Info 5.7%

Percentage

Source = The NZVCC Grad Survey 2003



So where the 
bloody hell are ya?

E-Block
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