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June 2021: Term 2, Week 5 
 
 

From the Principal 
 
 
Mālo le soifua 
 
The Roskill spirit abounded when eighty alumni from the 1950’s visited the school for lunch, great 
conversation, and a site tour. Our current prefects were enchanted as they heard stories about the 
first decade of Mount Roskill Grammar School. There were stories of mischief, teacher kindness, 
encouragement and challenge. 
 
Foundation Head Boy Mr Bob Coldham spoke passionately about the high quality of teaching he 
experienced and the enduring friendships made during their time at school.  Mr Coldham and his wife 
of 62 years, Margaret met while in form 6 at the school. On behalf of the alumni, Mr Coldham 
presented a considerable donation to the school to support students experiencing hardship. 
 
Our current prefects and the ‘originals’ compared notes and found that while there were many 
differences, the school commitment to academic success, hard work, community and fun has 
endured. A visit to the school pool was a must do as the alumni has helped dig it out – often during 
physical education lessons. 
 
Thank you to everyone who made the day so enjoyable. Thank you to our alumni – it is encouraging 
to be supported by you all. Thank you to alumni Andrea Blanchette-Ford, Bob Jones, Sally Meiklejohn 
and Judy Stone who planned the day with Mrs Collins and Ms Harris. 
 
It is fantastic to see so many students enjoying the winter sports season. Many of our teams are 
enjoying competing in premier competitions which is both challenging and fulfilling.  Congratulations 
to the boys 1st XI hockey team who will play in the elite Super city competition after a 3-1 win over 
Mt Albert Grammar. Both boys and girls teams are playing great basketball, with the boys at the top 
of the table. 
 
This week we are enjoying Samoan language week and I highly recommend the Tahi Performing Arts 
showcase evenings held later this week in the Butler Hall for a great evening out. 
 
 ‘Poupou le lotoifale.  Ola manuia le anofale’ (Strengthen the posts of your house, for all to thrive) 
 

 
 
 
 
Greg Watson 
PULE ĀOGA (PRINCIPAL) 

 
  
 



 
 

School Board 
 
It was a privilege to attend the 1950s alumni lunch. To meet with the foundation tauira and hear their 
stories created a real sense of connection with the history of our kura.  
 
In addition to the stories of physically building the pool, it was a true community effort to fundraise 
for it, with detention at the time including scraping labels off bottles for higher priced recycling. A 
number of alumni spoke about “tadpoling” on the farm that existed just prior to the school being 
built and the stories also included Errol Chadwick diving over the school’s marching practice in a 
plane! There was a sense of nostalgia for times gone by but also a real strength in how connected the 
1950s group is. This connectedness stems from their shared experiences under the relentless drive 
of the principal, Mr Vic Butler. Mr Butler advocated for school improvement in building the pool, and 
then the school hall, both of which have seen decades of students go through our school. 
 
In addition to the organising committee and Mt Roskill Grammar team, our current prefects are to 
be thanked for the exceptional way in which they represented our current tauira. One thing that 
stood out for me was the pride our alumni feel for our school and the gratitude they had for the 
teachers at our school. This was equalled by our pride in their achievements beyond their time at Mt 
Roskill Grammar School. We look forward to sharing many more stories with alumni from across the 
decades at our next reunion.  
 

 
 
       Marjet Pot 
       Presiding Member 

 
 
 
 
 

Important dates for your diary 
Fri 4 June Lā`ei Sāmoa Day 

Mon 7 June Queen’s Birthday (School closed) 

Wed 9 June Campus Fiafia night  

Thu 10 June Open day 3.30pm – 7pm  (Early finish at 2.20pm) 

Mon 14 June Nathan Wallis 7.30pm – 9pm Tickets@eventfinda.co.nz 

Tue 15 June Teacher Only Day  

Wed 16 June Course Information Evening 

Thu 24 June Campus Matariki 

Wed 30 June Senior Mentoring Day (no school for Junior students) 

Sat 3 July School Ball 

Fri 9 July End of Term 2 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

1950’s Reunion 
 

 

On 20th May we hosted the 1950s alumni, some of who were the first students of MRGS at its 
inauguration in 1953, including the foundation head boy, Bob Coldham. (pictured with our current 
head prefects, top right)  We had over 80 past students who attended this Reunion and reminisced 
about their student days and bought each other up to date on what has happened since they last 
met.  Overall, it was an amazing feeling hearing so many exciting stories and spending time with them. 
 
 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Open Day 
 

 

We look forward to welcoming prospective students and their families to our Open Day on Thursday 
10th June, 3.30-7pm. Come and see our school in action! 
 

 
 

 

 

Nathan Wallis Presentation 
 
 
Nathan Wallis is coming to Mt Roskill Grammar.  Don’t miss the opportunity to listen to a world 
class neuroscience educator.  The Teen Brain event is now live and tickets can be found at: 
https://www.eventfinda.co.nz/.../the.../auckland/mt-roskill 
 

 

 

 

 

 

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.eventfinda.co.nz%2F2021%2Fthe-teen-brain-mt-roskill%2Fauckland%2Fmt-roskill%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR1WJWbwHhnDvgsHPmFOTUWWhhEzdZvIcOB_M4l40F12XXHNzydnlCY7KII&h=AT1vwFs5mPfl3cMl4EGZ54DimaId9s1ZrC7PEFoTxgN6S6AYvu2bHrMxPJOuIYYFt8rzIih7BHRogc6ifkVT-EGL5oe7Vzhb3OP2PjcqdMeKAMP807tAocuI_irLGz4enA&__tn__=-UK-R&c%5b0%5d=AT1t8XpFs-Rtp2i_1fcYeZlM4CI1-VCNZ3cIJxFHSuzOwrN6dgw0Vh3ft32E0ZRB-zkMeBG_INQugP0c9BBBJAZFCVxAZ25Ozztp_-3sJkBMACMg7skXNMHQrwTs1UL6TEquElXH4ZRshlM2rR-QVWfXjtIjOSqwyZXgrOOOB1oeBH0KSr9eDIfNGviXTIQgAukXLMaJ


 

Lā`ei Sāmoa Day 
 

 

The Sāmoan Language Week will run from Saturday 30 May to Saturday 5 June.  The theme for this 
year is “Poupou le lotoifale. Ola manuia le anofale”. “Strengthen the posts of your house, for all to 
thrive”. In honour of celebrating our diverse culture at Mount Roskill Grammar School, we would like 
to invite your child and/or children to celebrate Sāmoan Language Week this year by joining us for 
Lā`ei Sāmoa Day. This day will enable all Mount Roskill Grammar students the opportunity to dress 
in their Sāmoan attire for the duration of this school day. This will take place on Friday 4 June.  
 
Event Information 
In order for Lā`ei Sāmoa Day to run smoothly:  

 Students wanting to take part in Lā`ei Sāmoa Day will need to wear full Sāmoan attire which 
consists of either a puletasi or ālo`a & `ie faitaga. 

 Students who do not wish to take part will abide by the standard Mount Roskill Grammar 
uniform dress code. 

 Students will not be allowed to wear part Mount Roskill Grammar School uniform and part 
Sāmoan attire. 

Students that arrive in either the incorrect Sāmoan attire or the incorrect school uniform will be sent 
home upon inspection at all Mount Roskill Grammar entry points. 
 
I le ava tele ma le fa`aaloalo,  
Pasifika Lead Team 
 

MRGS School Ball 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 
 
 

Performing Arts Showcase 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Handball Champions 
 

 

Congratulations to Nayu Kondo (far right) whose team is 1st in New Zealand for handball. 
 

 
 

 

 

MRGS Poets  
 
 
On Sunday the 15th of May, three of our poets performed at the Puketapa Board – Writers and 
Climate Change event, held at the Mt Roskill War Memorial Hall.  
Their poems were admired by everyone, including poet, Karlo Mila! 
 

 

 

 

 

 



Curling 
 

 

In their first game of the season, MRGS Tūmanakotanga (Sooji Noh, Roda Ibrahim, Susan Philip and 
Azzarina Azizi) had a rocky start against an experienced MAGS Stone Cold, trailing 4 points. But our 
team picked up the pace and made key shots to put pressure on MAGS. In the last end, 
Tūmanakotanga stole 2 points against MAGS to finish on a 6-6 draw. Well done! 
 

  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

2021 Netball House Points 
 

 

 



 

Teina Sā  
 

 

Current student Lijah Mavaega’s work in a new series ‘Teine Sā’.  Lijah has taken on lots of 
opportunities in the theatre and film industry since his start at MRGS. We love seeing his work on 
stage and screen and look forward to his next performance in Ahikaroa on Maori Television soon. 
https://www.thecoconet.tv/the-coconettv-series/teine-sa-the-ancient-ones/teine-sa-the-ancient-
ones-ep3-ahi/?fbclid=IwAR1hjgOf6CmPmd2wu9ERBmjntJk9FNj79hBqpRYzz8fa0rRXX1ZVXjKG2ao 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

French café trip 
 
 

On the morning of Monday 17th May, Year 10 MRGS French students went on a “trip” to room A3. 
They were served some French café food and needed to order in French. The students could choose 
from different French foods and drinks, including un pain au chocolat, un croissant, un pain aux 
raisins, du flan, un chausson aux pommes, et un chocolat chaud. French music provided a good 
ambiance. Afterwards, the students worked together in groups to try to score the highest marks in a 
French general-knowledge quiz created by Miss Robertson. The students all enjoyed themselves, and 
enjoyed the French café. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.thecoconet.tv/the-coconettv-series/teine-sa-the-ancient-ones/teine-sa-the-ancient-ones-ep3-ahi/?fbclid=IwAR1hjgOf6CmPmd2wu9ERBmjntJk9FNj79hBqpRYzz8fa0rRXX1ZVXjKG2ao
https://www.thecoconet.tv/the-coconettv-series/teine-sa-the-ancient-ones/teine-sa-the-ancient-ones-ep3-ahi/?fbclid=IwAR1hjgOf6CmPmd2wu9ERBmjntJk9FNj79hBqpRYzz8fa0rRXX1ZVXjKG2ao


 

Roman Gladiators 
 
 
1006 Social Studies have been learning about ancient Roman Gladiators and today for the end of 
the unit they designed an authentic fight scene and then enacted it.  
 

 
     

MacLean Centre Drama Course 
 
 
Every Friday a group of students from the MacLean Centre attend a drama course run by a disability 
arts theatre company called InterActing Theatre. The sessions help to improve students self 
confidence and enable them to tell their stories. They all work hard to create a performance that will 
be shown at the annual InterAct Disability Arts Festival in October.  
 

 



 
 

Alumni  
 
 

 
 

Bob Coldham, Foundation Head Boy MRGS, 1953 
 
The Bob’s Mowers business began as a one-man business more than 50 years ago, when a young Bob 
Coldham conmenced repairing lawn mowers in the family garage. In 1960, the growing business 
moved to Mt Albert Rd, Three Kings where it is still currently located.  The Coldham family have 
attended Mt Roskill Grammar across generations, starting with Bob meeting his wife Margaret in 6th 
form.  Bob informed us that the 2 years at MRGS were the highlight of his schooling years. 
 
 
 

Contact Details 
 
 
It is really important for your child’s Health and Safety and to ensure you are receiving all of our 
communications that we have up to date phone numbers and emails. If your contact details have 
changed can you please contact Reception - admin@mrgs.school.nz  to let us know. 
 
 
 

mailto:admin@mrgs.school.nz


 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Message from Watercare - Road Closures 
 
 
Bremner Avenue closures:  
We are now installing the water main along Bremner Avenue. We have now reached the point 
where the road will be closed to through traffic with no public access to John Moore Reserve or 
Milliken Ave. Please use an alternative area to drop off your children. 
 
Winstone Road and Memorial Avenue upcoming closure:  
Winstone Road and Memorial Avenue will be closed from approximately 6 April for at least 3 
months due to complex works starting to tunnel a section of pipeline and build additional 
chambers. Please use Denbigh Avenue to get to Frost Road during these works. 
 
 

How to find out more from MRGS 
 

 
 
 

MRGS School App 
 
 

Keep up to date with the MRGS App. 
1. From your device go to the App Store/Play Store. 
2. Search for “School Stream” and tap the install button. 
3. You will be prompted to accept push notifications - select OK. 
4. Type Mount Roskill Grammar School into the search bar then select it. 

The App will give you access to daily notices and newsletters as well as allowing you to update 
personal details and notify the school about absences. 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Homework Centres 
                                                         

 
 
 



 
 
 

 


